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The names  
of  the main workshops & companies related to the 

A&C movement 



The Arts and Crafts and  
the invention of  a tradition 



Context: the industrial revolution 
From 1835 to 1846 the English patent office had issued 

35 patents for imitating noble and precious materials by 
way of  mechanical and industrial methods of  

manufacturing. 
 

Mechanization of  production  
results into bad quality of  manufacturing,  

surrogates & imitations  
 
 

The Arts & Crafts movement is born out of  this course of  
events and proposes to be  

a critique of  the ill-effects of  industrial revolution 



THE FIRST HISTORIOGRAPHY  
ON THE ARTS AND CRAFTS MOVEMENT 

 
 
 

Nikolaus PEVSNER’s book  
 

Pioneers of  the Modern Movement 
From William Morris to Walter Gropius  

 
 
 

published in London in 1936 	

PEVSNER (b. 1902) 
 

MORRIS (b. 1834)  
GROPIUS (b. 1883) 



1. A radical break with the current practice of  architecture typical of  late Victorian era, 
marking a departure from Historicism and opening the way to Modernism 

        
  

2. Part of  a general reform of  the decorative and applied arts that includes the works and 
thoughts of  Gothic revivalists like Pugin and Ruskin 
  
  

A RUPTURE with tradition 
TOWARDS a DIFFERENT, NEW, (better?) FUTURE 

A CONTINUATION of  a  national TRADITION inherited from the recent past	



All the world going to see the Great Exhibition of  1851 





The contradiction between 

A) The Crystal Palace, symbol of  transparency, 
correspondence between form & structure  

(a modern notion) 
 

B) The products of  the industrial production exhibited 
in the Palace, often displaying the bad aestethic quality 

for over-decoration, opulence and imitation of  the 
historicist styles that was typical of  the Victorian Age 

 





Joseph Paxton’s sketches of  the Crystal Palace	









A.W.N. Pugin 
House of  Lords - Westminster Palace 
London 1840-1847 





OWEN JONES 

Appointed surveyor of  works at the Crystal Palace with the task 
to confer architectural dignity to the palace, he invents a 

system of  decoration based on primary colours aimed at 
giving weight and depth, a sense of  solidity and mass to the 

light iron and glass structure…. 
 

Owen Jones tries to conciliate the forces of  industrialism and 
rising capitalism with the aesthetic ideals  

 
The task is to give an architectural expression to the generating 

forces of  the 19th century, no more religion and ethics, but 
industry and commerce  

 



















Owen Jones, preparatory drawings for the Grammar of  Ornament 












































