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I.Chiesa della Gran Madre di Dio
1.Location & History

2.Orders

Located in the  homonymous square, Chiesa della Gran Madre di Dio is an im-
portant church on the right bank of River Po in Turin. In front of it is a road to 
Piazza Vittorio Veneto, and behind it are some blocks and Mountain  Superga.
It was to celebrate the return of King Victor Emmanuel I of Sardinia on 20 May 
1814,and was completed in 1831. The architect was Ferdinando Bonsignore.

The church has a Greece pronao, with the pediment and 6 Corinthian columns. 
In addition, there are several 1/2 columns(LENSENE or PLIASTERS)  buried into 
the wall. Both the columns inside the church and in the pronao have Corinthian 
capitals and Tuscan shafts.

Corinthian capital 



3.Interior

4.Other views

The shafts of the columns independent from the wall are circle, while those of the 
1/2 columns buried into the wall are square.

Inside the church is very simple. There is one dome 
and 4 pairs of Corinthian columns，which sur-
round a wishing well in the center of the church.



II.Corridor in Via Pietro Micca
1.Location & History

2.Orders

The corridor is located in the center of Turin, not far from Piazza Castello. The north-
ern part of it are gates of some stores, and the southern part(which has columns and 
arches) is next to Via Pietro Micca,.
There are some similar corridors near this area, and the columns of this corridor are 
different from the rest.
The buildings in the neighborhood of it were completed in 17th century(such as Pala-
zzo Reale di Torino and Chiesa di San Tommaso) and are Baroque architure, for 
which I suppose this corridor is the same.

Comparison of Classical Corinthian Orders and the orders of this corridor



3.Other sketch
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The columns are a part of the arches. They are shorter than classical Corinthian 
orders, and added an element that is not unual in Corinthian capitals--Mask.
The shafts of these columns are Tuscan, and the capitals of them are Corinthian 
decorated with different masks. These decorated faces are from various characters, 
such as child, madam, man, soldier, judge and Medusa. The moods shown by these 
faces are also different, such as  being cheerful, serious, calm, peaceful and angry. 


